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UNM Occupational Therapy Program
Converts to a Graduate Program
With the completion of Fieldwork II for our 23
current undergraduate students in December 200 l,
we will be fully converted to an entry-level
graduate program within the BioMedical Sciences
Programs and the Department of Orthopaedics
and Rehabilitation. This has been a 5 year
process for the hard-working staff and faculty at
UNM. While Dr. Terry Crowe is the Director of
the Program, Dr. Janet Poole has been appointed
Graduate Program Coordinator. The transition to
the Masters Program was a major initiative with
multiple steps including rewriting the curriculum,
obtaining approval by several UNM committees
and voted upon by the Faculty Senate, obtaining
Commission on Higher Education approval at the
state level and finally AOTA accreditation. The
only step left is obtaining funding from the state
to support this higher level educational program.
We are hopeful that this will be achieved in 2002
as we are a top UNM funding priority. We have
recently developed two part-time tracks (both a
3 1/2 year and 4 1/2 year) for students who have
multiple demands on their time. In addition, we
now have a project plan as well as a thesis plan
available for students.

We currently have excellent first and second year
students. We will be accepting our 3rd graduate
class in early spring, 2002. Applications will be
due Jan. 15, 2002. Applications are available on
our web site. We are recruiting competent
students with bachelor's degrees in any major.
We have dropped many of our required prerequisites
in order to decrease the number of years it takes to
become an occupational therapist at the graduate
level. Please refer individuals interested in
becoming occupational therapists to our Admissions
Coordinator, Mary Thomas
(methomas@salud.unm.edu).

LOOK at our exciting
new Web Page htq>://hsc.unm.edu/ot.
Thank you Heather
Chiappisi, Mary Thomas
and Tina McNulty for
making our WebPage
professional, fun and
up-to-date.

-----------------------

Dr. Janet Poole receives the
Faculty Teaching Excellence
Award for the Diagnostic and
Therapeutic Sciences Programs
from Dean Paul Roth in 2000.

Dr. Burtner Attends
Editorial Board Meeting
in London
-

--

-

Although we as occupational therapists depend
on professional journals to keep abreast with
current research and practice issues, few of us
actually see the operations behind the publication
of a journal. This July, Dr. Pat Burtner, had the
opportunity to do just this. She was chosen along
with two other members of the American
Academy of Cerebral Palsy and Developmental
Medicine (AACPDM) to represent the North
American members at the Editorial meeting of
Mac Keith Press in London, England. Mac Keith
Press publishes the official AACPDM journal,
Developmental Medicine and Child Neurology
(DMCN). Dr. Burtner has served on the Editorial
Board for this prestigious international journal for
the past 6 years.
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Dr. Poole and Dr. Crowe
Receive Promotions
Dr. Terry K. Crowe, Founding Director of the
UNM Occupational Therapy Program was
promoted to Full Professor at the UNM Health
Science Center. Dr. Janet Poole was promoted to
Associate Professor with tenure. They were both
recognized for their achievements in scholarship,
education and service. Congratulations Janet
and Terry!

---------------------------

Part-Time Faculty for
2001-2002 Academic Year
Lynn Hatfield, MOT, CHT, OTR/L will be coordinating our Physiology course for the second time this
Spring. She brings a wealth of information to the course and is extremely competent in coordinating
5 other lecturers in the course. She works at Presbyterian Health Care System.
Teri Collier, OTR/L will be teaching Assistive Technology for the 3rd year. This year we will be offering this
course in a workshop format (2 days) rather than a 3 credit weekly course.
Margo Holm, Ph.D., OTRJL from the University of Pittsburgh will be presenting a workshop to the
second year students on evidence-based practice. We are all looking forward to learning something
from this course.
Tim Sleigh, OTR/L will be teaching a 2-day workshop on Myofascial Release in January.

Dr. Betsy VanLeit Returns
Hi everyone, it is great to be back in Albuquerque
with the Occupational Therapy Program at UNM.
For those of you who don't know, I left Albuquerque in August 1999 to explore some aspects of my
life that were in need of attention. Here is what I
have been doing since then.
First, I spent a couple of months camping and
visiting relatives and friends all over the
country. It was great to connect with people I hadn't
seen in years. Next, I went to a meditation center in
Massachusetts called the Insight Meditation
Society (IMS) and spent most of the next year
there working and meditating on an intensive
basis. It was quite an incredible experience and
something that I have wanted to do for years. I
also spent several weeks during the year travelling
along the Aegean coast of Turkey with my parents.
In the summer of 2000, I spent two months in
England visiting meditation centers and
Buddhist monasteries. I loved my time there
although I have to admit that I was so cold that

I had to wear long underwear throughout the
month of July! After England, I returned to
Albuquerque for a couple of months to plan my
next overseas adventure. I ended up going
to Thailand, Cambodia and Laos from January
through March 2001. I did some volunteer
teaching at a convent for young Buddhist nuns in
northern Thailand, and I traveled extensively,
visiting breathtaking sites including Angkor Wat
and floating in a small boat down a se~tion
of the Mekong River.
Finally, in April, 2001 I was ready to return
home. I am now happily teaching part-time in ,
the Occupational Therapy Program (Introduction to Occupational Therapy, Research and
Assessment) and trying to keep some time in my
schedule for friends, hildng and other aspects of a
balanced life. My "sabbatical" was the fastest
two years of my life, and I am very grateful to
have had the opportunity to spend the time as I
did. Now I am glad to be home!

_________________________,....

~----------------------

Thank You!
We want to thank our current Adjunct Occupational Therapy Faculty Members. Thank you to:
Linda Carroll, CHT, OTR/L, Carroll Hand Clinic
Sheryl Fleck, OTR/L, Albuquerque Public Schools
Jean Haseman, RN, OTR/L, Albuquerque Public Schools
Lynn Hatfield, MOT, CHT, OTR/L, Presbyterian Health Care System
Shirley Hicks, OTR/L, retired occupational therapist
Ginny Laadt, Ph.D., OTR/L, UNM Dept. of Pediatrics
Valerie Meyer-Girard, OTR/L, Carrie Tingley Hospital
Sheila Mun-Bryce, Ph.D, OTR/L, UNM School of
Medicine
Keri Scott, MS, OTR/L, Albuquerque Public Schools
Gail Stockman, OTR/L, St. Joseph's Healthcare
Julia Sweeney, MA, OTR/L, retired occupational
therapist
Adriene Toubbeh, OTR/L, Veteran's Administration Medical Center
Marjorie Quine-Smith, OTR/L, Albuquerque Public Schools
Deb Waters, Ph.D., UNM School of Medicine
Carla Cay Williams, OTR/L, KidPower

Adjunct Occupational
Therapy faculty members
contribute to our program in
multiple ways. Each year the
core faculty review
contributions and
nominate individuals. Adjunct faculty
members need to
be involved in
several curriculum
activities such as
fieldwork supervision, student coordination,
classroom teaching, research,
and problem-based learning
facilitation.

Hello Marjorie, Good-bye Jean
Marjorie Quine-Smith is our new Adjunct Faculty member for the University of New Mexico/Albuquerque
Public Schools Collaborative Project. She attended the College of St. Catherine's in St. Paul, Minnesota
for her undergraduate degree in Occupational Therapy and graduated in May of 1991. She currently is
working towards her Masters in Education with an emphasis on Early Childhood and Multicultural
Issues at the University of New Mexico. She is hoping to complete her degree in 2002.
Marjorie has worked in a variety of settings from hospital, home health, spinal cord injury, outpatient
and inpatient settings and schools. She currently works in the Child Find Program at APS with
preschool age children in a Behavior Program at Montezuma.
Marjorie tells us, "I love to camp and hike and most anything outdoors. I also love to cook and make
soaps and candles (in my spare time). I have been happily married for four years but do not have any
children at this time. We both love to travel and hope to be able to do more of that when we are done
with our Masters." Marjorie joined our program after Jean Haseman, RN, OTR/L completed her rotation as
Albuquerque Public School Adjunct Faculty member. Thank you, Jean for your years of service. We
miss you. Welcome Marjorie.

....

--------------------------

~--------------------------

Three of the original Program
Advisory Committee Members, Mary
Schmidt, Ginny Laadt, and Shirley
Hicks joined the faculty and staff to
celebrate Fieldwork Educators.
A special "thank you" tea was held
on January 26, 2001 at the
UNM Presidents House.
Thank you to all the wonderful
Fieldwork Educators who support
our educational program.

7

Mexican Occupational
Therapists Visit Our Program

Two Occupational Therapy educators visited UNM from
Sept. 4t11 to 7th. Dr. Cristina H. Bolanos from the Instituto
de Terapia Ocupacional in Mexico City and Julie
Gonzalez from the Escuela de Terapia Ocupacional,
Instituto Mexicano del Seguro Social in Monterrey spent
3 days with faculty and students and one day observing
in the community. They visited with Carol Williams at
. KidPower and Sharon Peterson at St. Joseph's Rehabilitation Center. Thank you Carol and Sharon!! While at
UNM they observed a Problem-Based Learning session
and sat in on first year and second year classes. Julia and
Cristy shared their perspectives of occupational therapy
in Mexico with the students and faculty at a luncheon.
Also Terry Crowe hosted an evening party at her home
for the visitors, faculty and adjunct occupational therapy
faculty members. It was a fun time to socialize. Adjunct
faculty members were presented with a special totebag
with the newly designed occupational therapy curriculum
design for their support throughout the year.

HealthSouth
Reestablishes
Occupational Therapy
Awards
Darby Brockette, Regional Vice President and Uli Salas, PT, Inpatient Clinical_
Services Coordinator at HealthSouth in
Albuquerque announced the reestablishment of two $500 scholarship awards to
be given to two outstanding occupational
therapy graduate students in May 2002.
The awards will recognize outstanding
achievements of our graduate students.
We are very appreciative of the
generosity of HealthSouth.

----------------1--------------

Friends of Occupational Therapy
The Occupational Therapy Faculty recently honored five individuals as Friends of Occupational
Therapy for their outstanding contributions to the UNM Occupational Therapy Program. This award
symbolizes the lifelong learning motif of the Occupational Therapy curriculum design: a partially woven
basket. The basket represents the "weaving" or becoming an occupational therapist beginning with
academic study, then developed through years of professional practice, professional growth and development, and professional communication. Each award winner received a Native American hand woven
basket for their contributions.

Clark Hansbarger, M.D., Associate Dean in the
School of Medicine and an Associate Professor in
the Department of Pediatrics, has been a Friend
of Occupational Therapy since 1992 when the
program began. He is a true interdisciplinary
thinker, occupational therapy advocate, and
representative for the profession within the School
of Medicine. Dr. Hansbarger is a committed
health professional with a sincere interest in
interdisciplinary education. In addition, he is a
wonderful pediatrician who gives exceptional
client-centered care to children and their families.
This award recognized Dr. Hansbarger's continuous
support of the UNM Occupational Therapy
Program, his efforts on behalf of inter-disciplinary

education and his client-centered approach to the
delivery of health care.

Shirley Hicks, OTR/L was the second occupational therapist employed in New Mexico and has
been a major contributor to the program over th.e
past 9 years. She served on the Occupational
Therapy Curriculum Advisory ·committee, and
currently is a Adjunct Faculty member who serves
on the Admissions Committee, attends most
curriculum functions and provides advice when
consulted. Most recently, she has served as
Problem-Based Learning facilitator, sharing her
expertise, gentle guidance and encouragement
with the Occupational Therapy students.

________________ __________________
continued on page 7
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Friends of Occupational Therapy
continued from page 6
Mary Hooper, MS, CCC-SLP is the Clinical
Educational Coordinator at St. Joseph's
Healthcare in Albuquerque. She has provided the
Occupational Therapy Program with continuing
gifts of support, knowledge, and wisdom. Mary
has arranged a variety of Fieldwork I and II
opportunities for the students, providing many
challenging and interesting experiences. In addition
to her fieldwork coordination, Mary lectures each
year in the curriculum, sharing her knowledge as
a Speech-Language Pathologist.
Keri Scott, MS, OTR/L works at Albuquerque
Public Schools (APS), and has served as the
contact person for UNM Occupational Therapy
students for a variety of professional onsite
experiences. Keri coordinates all UNM Occupational Therapy students who are assigned for
Fieldwork I and II experiences at APS. As Clinical
Faculty with the UNM/APS Collaborative Project,

Keri has coordinated Independent Study experiences for the students and has been a Co-Investigator in two major research projects. She is
recognized as a Friend of Occupational Therapy
for her presentations, mentorship and collaboration with the Occupational Therapy Program.

Clifford Qualls, Ph.D. is Professor Emeritus in
Mathematics and Statistics and is a Bio-statistician
in the Clinical Research Center of the School of
Medicine. For the past seven years, Occupational
Therapy faculty and students have embraced his
calm ability to translate the fmer points of statistics
into understandable language. Dr. Qualls has provided statistical support to numerous research
projects and has been co-author on several publications with the occupational therapy faculty.
These five very special individuals have helped
Occupational Therapy students and faculty to
develop lifelong learning qualities through their
expertise, advanced professional standing, and
contributions to education in their roles as
Friends of Occupational Therapy.

,

Class of 2001 Kicks Off First OTSPA
Last spring 23 senior occupational therapy students successfully participated in the first Occupational
Therapy Student Performance Assessment (OTSPA). In conjunction with their spring applied Pediatrics
course, students demonstrated their ability to perform an assessment of a 6 year-old child wit:p. autism.
This included a record review, a parent interview, observation of the child on videotape, and preparation
of an occupational therapy intervention plan, all within a limited amount of time.
Dana Howell, OTR, EdD, and Dr. Janet Poole originally developed the OTSPA as an Occupational
Therapy Program equivalent to the UNM School of Medicine's simulated-patient competency exam. Last
year, Tina McNulty, MS, OTR, received a grant from the Eastern New Mexico University Center for
Teaching Excellence to implement the competency exam in our program. The entire Occupational
Therapy Program faculty participated in planning, implementing, and reviewing students' performance
on videotapes that included written feedback. Faculty from the Albuquerque Public School District and
Dr. Pat Burtner graded the students' intervention plans which was a culmination of their professional
reasoning ability. The students appreciated the opportunity to do a "real-life" assessment in a "real life"
time frame. The OTSPA will take place again this spring with our first graduating class of graduate
students. This will be their comprehensive exam to meet Graduate School requirements.

---------------------------111111~------------------------~

UNM Occupational Therapy Program Receives
ACOTE Accreditation
With the move to a masters level program, the
Occupational Therapy Program recently received
a full accreditation for at least 7 years. The
Program was visited in June by an accreditation
team (Dr. Ben Atchinson and
Wendy Mueller) from the Accreditation Council for Occupational
Therapy Education (ACOTE).
The Occupational Therapy
faculty and staff had submitted
a comprehensive self-study in
March addressing the 17 5
ACOTE standards.
The team identified 7 strengths, 2
suggestions and 1 area of noncompliance. While a noncompliance
requires a plan of action for
correction, suggestions are ideas to
enhance the educational program that are voluntary
related to compliance. This indicates that the
team found the program in full compliance
onl 74 educational Standards.
The one noncompliance related to the Program
budget (Standard A. 2.14). The accreditation
team stated:
Funds were requested from the state legislature
for fiscal year 2001-2002 to meet all of the
needs of the new graduate program. These
funds were not allocated by the state. Until the
plan can be resubmitted to the legislature, the
program requires temporary institutional funds,
which have not been secured to date in order to
meet its program objectives for fiscal year
2001-2002. The program shall be allocated a
budget of regular institutional funds, not including
grants, gifts, and other restricted sources, sufficient to implement and maintain the objectives

of the program and to fulfill the programs'
obligation to matriculate and entering students.

For the third year in a row, we will be seeking
funds from the State Legislature in January
2002. We are a University funding priority once
again. Last year a bill was carried by both
Houses, only to be vetoed by Governor Johnson.
We will need community support to make this a
reality during this challenging fiscal year.
The two suggestions related to I) changes in
OCCTH 541 -Pathophysiology and 2) increasing
collaboration with fieldwork educators. The
recognized strengths included administrative
support, leadership ability of the Program
Director, a dedicated and talented faculty with
exceptional scholarly productivity and exemplary
mentorship of students, strong students with a
commitment to excellence, efficient staff
members, a supportive community, and an
innovative curriculum design.
In general, we
feel the accreditation process
enabled us to
refine our
already high. quality educational program.
In the past year
we have rewritten
our curriculum
design, mission
and philosophy; created core values and a
vision statement; upgraded all of our courses to
a graduate level; developed a research/scholarship

continued on page 9
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ACOTE Accreditation
continued from page 8

mentorship model that will increase productivity
for both faculty and students; and refined our
PBL reflection process. All of the occupational
therapy faculty and staff have worked very hard
to develop an exemplary occupational therapy
graduate program that shines for the State of
New Mexico.

A special thank you to the individuals who took
time from their busy schedules to meet with the
site visitors. Fieldwork Educators who participated
were Sheryl Fleck (APS), Valerie Girard (Carrie
Tingley Hospital), Stuart Kay (HealthSouth),
Keri Scott (APS), Gail Stockman (St. Joseph
Rehabilitation Hospital), and Carla Kay Williams (KidPower). UNM graduates who joined
us were Dan Medrano, Audrey Hoeksema,
Kerry Trautwein, Mary McMain, Jillian Nelson
and Anne (Sam) Rivera.

Please join the UNM Occupational Therapy faculty, staff and students at the Occupational Therapy
Day at our State Capital on Friday, January 25, 2002. This is a fun day to connect with colleagues and
legislatures. We need the visibility of occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants to
support the occupational therapy legislative priorities. One of the priorities will be seeking additional
funding for the UNM Occupational Therapy Graduate Program. For more information contact Terry
Crowe (tcrowe@salud.unm.edu).

Many of the occupational therapy students, staff and faculty that
participated in the 2001 Occupational Therapy Day in Santa Fe.

----------------------------

.
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UNWAPS Occupational Therapy
Collaborative Education Project Receives
HSC Building Bridges Award
The UNM I APS Occupational Therapy Collaborative Education Project was selected as a recipient
for the 2001 HSC Building Bridges Award by the
UNM Health Sciences Center. This award is one
of the HSC Community Partnership Awards that
recognizes outstanding support of the UNM
Health Sciences Center from a civic and community
organization. Keri Scott MS, OTR/L, Neuromotor Liaison for Special Services of the Albuquerque
Public Schools accepted the award at the Community
Partnership Awards Dinner held October 20, 2001
at the elegant Los Poblanos Inn in Albuquerque.
The UNM I APS Occupational Therapy Collaborative Education Project was initiated in 1995
with an agreement between Terry Crowe Ph.D.,
OTR/L, Occupational Therapy Program Director
and Mary Ann Domina, MS, then Related
Service Specialist for APS Special Education
Department The purpose of the contract was to
increase the recruitment of UNM Occupational
Therapy graduates within APS through increased
exposure to school based occupational therapy.
The formal contract between the two agencies
(APS Board of Education and UNM Health
Sciences Center) has been renewed yearly since

that time. We are appreciative of the support of
Linda Dunstan, Related Service Specialist, who has
funded continuation of the contract to support
stipends for Master's level students. Pat Burtner,
Ph.D., Assistant Professor has served as Faculty
Liaison for the project working closely with Keri
Scott, MS to coordinate educational and research
opportunities for OT students. The project funds two
adjunct faculty positions (.5 FfE each) to assist with
classroom instruction and learning laboratory
experiences within the APS. Current APS Clinical
Faculty are Sheryl Fleck, OTR/L and Marjorie
Quine-Smith, OTR/L. To date, the project has
provided stipends for 21 students completing
Level II Fieldwork at APS. The project has also
resulted in four collaborative peer reviewed
articles that have been accepted or are currently
being reviewed for publication, six informational
articles that were published in professional
journals, two national presentations and 6 local
presentations. The project currently provides
tuition support for 4 Master's Level students.
Currently 29 of our graduates are employed by
APS. We want to thank all APS occupational
therapists that support our students. We value
this very important partnership!

Student Awards
and Scholarships
With the transition to a Graduate Program, Occupational Therapy
students at UNM have become eligible and received several new
scholarships from the Albuquerque Public Schools, the Maternal and
Child Health Interdisciplinary Leadership Training Program (LEND) and the
UNM Office of Graduate Studies 3% Scholarship. They also continue to be supported
by several other scholarships including the University Hospital Service League.

--------------------------~1111m111~----------------------------
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Gait and Motion Analysis

Research Lab:
An Interdisciplinary Effort
Less than five years ago, a research lab to support
the study of humans with movement differences was
a vision with a questionable future. Now the lab is
considering a proposal for expansion to support
clinical services as well as research. In 1999, the
Department of Orthopaedics and Rehabilitation
secured space for the Gait and Motion Analysis
Research Laboratory at Carrie Tingley Hospital
through the efforts of Lab Co-Directors, Pat Burtner
Ph.D., 01R/L and Keikhosrow Firoozbakhsh Ph.D.
Research equipment has been funded through the
efforts of numerous investigators from occupational
therapy, physical therapy, pediatric neurology, and
orthopaedics. In addition, grant monies have been
secured through numerous sources to support
research. These grants have purchased large
equipment such as Norax:on electromyography,
Kin Com Dynomometer, Vicon Motion Analysis
System, E-Med Pressure Force Plate System, Hand
Held Dynamometer, 6 Desktop and 2 Laptop
Computers to support data collection.
The research facilities have supported approximately
17 research projects, which have included
independent study and thesis projects of approximately 9 occupational therapy students, 10 physical
therapy students, 2 MacNair Research Opportunity
Scholars and a Master's student in Mechanical
Engineering. During the past 6 months, joint
planning sessions have been held with Carrie
Tingley administrative, medical and therapy staff
members to consider an expansion of the lab to
accommodate clinical gait analysis, KinCom
measures and other clinical outcome measures to
more closely monitor the effects of surgery, pharmacological interventions and therapy. We are excited
about the possibilities of these collaborations for the
benefit of children as well as adults with neuromuscular and orthopaedic conditions.
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Graduate Outcomes
The UNM Occupational Therapy Program is
proud to announce a 100% pass rate for our
graduates on the 2001 National Board for
Certification in Occupational Therapy Examination.
(NBCOT). The national average for passing on
the first try was 89%. Since the Program was
created, 100% of our graduates have successfully
passed the national certification exam.
We are especially proud of the fact that our
graduates scored well above the national average
in every content category. Our graduates' average
scores were exceptionally high in the areas of
need assessment, identification and design of
interventions, the nature of occupation, and the
responsibilities as an occupational therapist. In
addition, this class's average graduating GPA was
B+ (3.66). Twenty-one percent of the class earned
GPAs of 4.0 and above.
This certification examination measures the
knowledge and skills necessary for entry-level
practice. Successful completion of this examination
gives graduates a license to practice occupational
therapy. A majority of this class (87%) are now
licensed and beginning their career in New
Mexico. The Occupational Therapy Program,
Department of Orthopaedics and Rehabilitation
and School of Medicine want to congratulate
this class on their exceptional achievements
and wish them the best of success in their
professional careers.

--------------------------.. . .11111----------------------------

VSA Art5 of New Mexico
This past summer two Occupational Therapy students (Rene Grobecker and Amy Markham)
completed one of their three-month Fieldwork II rotations at VSAArts of New Mexico. Dr. Betsy
VanLeit served as their fieldwork supervisor and liaison to the university. It was incredibly exciting to
be part of a cutting-edge, community-based model of occupational therapy, and the students performed
exceptionally. The mission of VSAis to "celebrate the creative power of individuals with disabilities and
educate through the arts". Thus, all VSA activities revolve around assisting clients (called apprentice artists)
to successfully engage fully in occupations related to producing and performing many types of art.
Rene and Amy worked extensively with individual
apprentice artists as well as in group activities
and classes. They performed comprehensive
assessments and interventions that addressed
a tremendous range of interests and needs
including but not limited to:

As part of their multidimensional role at VSA,
Amy and Rene provided extensive consultation
services and they also did a tremendous amount
of staff training and program development. For
example the students:
~

Improving accessibility of art equipment,
supplies and space through adaptation of
equipment and the environment,
Facilitating positive social interactions and
relationships among apprentice artists,
Expanding opportunities for apprentice
artists with cognitive deficits,
Assisting apprentice artists to identify
specific interests and goals for themselves,
Enabling apprentice artists to become
more independent and competent in their
daily occupations and routines,
Celebrating apprentice artist mastery of
new art techniques,
Increasing apprentice artist development
of health promotion and disability
prevention strategies in daily life.

~
~
~

~

assisted VSA to purchase an appropriate
lift to make certain transfers easier and
trained staff in the proper use of the lift,
provided inservices on a variety of topics
suggested by staff and administration,
developed curricula for new classes,
helped staff to improve their problemsolving skills concerning certain types of
apprentice artist needs,
made suggestions to enhance the learning
environment of some of the art classes,
and were generally available to support
staff competence and performance.

The staff at VSA have strongly requested that
an occupational therapist be hired to work there
throughout the year. The fieldwork experience
was viewed as a great success by everyone
involved. We look forward to the continued
evolving presence of occupational therapy at
VSA, and I would love to see every student
have an opportunity to develop the skills and
roles required in such an occupationally oriented
community-based setting.

-------------~------------
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The following awards were presented at the
2001 Graduation Ceremony: Deedra Geery
received the Department of Orthopaedics
Award for the highest GPA, Rose Abeta and
Raymond Malstead received the Best
Independent Study Presentation Award from
the Occupational Therapy Program and
Cheryl Kirk and Amy Markham received
the Best Research Award from the Occupational Therapy Program. All awards were
accompanied with a $500 check except for
the Presentation Award which awarded a
subscription to the Occupational Therapy

Raymond, Rose, Amy, Deedra and Cheryl

Journal of Research.

News Flashes from the Field
Annette Romesburg, Class of '97 is having a
great experience in her new job with the Mead
School System in Washington state. If you want
to contact her, her address is: 7246-A Nebraska
Ave., FAFB, WA 99011

Carla Wilhite, Class of '96, continues to enjoy
her work in the Colorado AgrAbility Program.
She has recently hired a COTA and shares that she
is energized with her supervision of lots of OT
and OTA students. She is busy writing a new
4-year grant to continue the Colorado AgrAbility
Program. In addition, two of her level II fieldwork
students wrote an innovative grant for teaching
parents about developmentally appropriate farm
tasks for children. The grant was accepted for full
review by a foundation. If writing grants were not
enough, she awaits word on whether her proposal
about AgrAbility is accepted for presentation at
the AOTA conference in Miami. And she has
started graduate school! We wish Carla the best
in all these endeavors and will keep our fingers
crossed that her innovative grant proposals are
fully funded. She is truly a model for occupational therapists that want to bring the profession
into community-based settings where people do
their daily occupations.

Sandy Saperstein, who was a part-time faculty
member now lives in Baltimore. She works 1 day
a week for the Baltimore City Schools and is
pursuing a doctorate degree. Zachary is in 3rd
grade with Jacob in 1st grade. Many of you will
remember them as our OT babies!

2001 OT Babies
Congratulations to our Alums who have had
babies this year:

Stacy Sandel - Class of '99 - Gave birth to her
first baby, Stella de Shayn, born on April 15th.

Shannon Geisler Ortega - Class of '98 welcomed Cierra Danah to her family on May .5111.
Cierra weighed 7lb. lloz.

Communicate with us about your fami!Y and
work news, and we'll be happy to share it in
the next newsletter. Contact by e-mail
methomas@salud.unm.edu or call 505-272-1753.

-------------------------

Class of 2002
by: Stephanie Fanning, MOTS
Greetings from all nine of us in the first graduate class! Nice things come in small packages, and we' re
no exception. The size of our class has enabled good communication, an excellent learning environment, and
overall closeness between students and with the faculty ... exactly what you'd want from a Graduate
Program. Each semester of coursework brings new experiences and challenges. This semester we're
spending more time in fieldwork settings - and loving it! This has everything to do with the many
UNMOT Alumni and other dedicated Occupational Therapists in the community that supervise us.
Thanks!
As Occupational Therapists, I'm sure you're wondering what we're DOING ... so here's one thing about
each of us: For our Fieldwork I site this fall, more than half of us adventured outside of "the Duke
City." Andrew went to California, Jalene to Colorado, Sandra to Las Cruces, Lizzie to Gallup, and
Gwenn to Farmington. So look out! You never know where you'll see us. All of us are in full gear with
our Thesis, and have a wonderful variety of people and topics to work with. I'm working with mothers
and babies in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, Christine is working with women with children who
are homeless, Heather is working with Native American and Anglo women with RA, and Jayme is
working with older adults to prevent falls. Five of us have applied to present our topics in Miami, at the
AOTAconference. I'm sure we'll all get accepted, and even if we don't, we all plan to make it a class trip.
Hope to see you there! If not, plan to celebrate with us at the May graduation of the First Master's Class!

~

Class of 2002 Ma5ter's Thesis/Projects
Topic

Thesis Chair

Student(s)

1. Time Use of Mothers
2. Time Use of Women who are Homeless with
Children
3. Time Use and Role Perception of Occupational
Therapy Students
4. Effect of Muscle Strengthening Training
Program on Function and Balance in Children
with Cerebral Palsy
5. Readiness for Change Model and Home Safety
6. Factors Felated to QOL in Native America
and Anglo Women with and without
Rheumatoid Arthritis
7. Functions and Work Disability in People with
Systemic Lupus Erythematosus
8. Connections: Effects of Individualized Touch
and Massage Programs with Mothers of
Preterm Infants in the NICU

Dr. Terry Crowe
Dr. Terry Crowe

Sandra Ramirez
Christine Kroening

Dr. Terry Crowe
Dr. Pat Burtner
Dr. Pat Burtner

J alene Jourdan

Tma McNulty
Dr. Janet Poole

Jayme Johnson
Heather Chiappisi

Dr. Janet Poole

Gwen Atanasoff

Dr. Ginny Laadt
Dr. Pat Burtner

Stephanie Fanning

Lizzie Philips
Andrew Schlosser
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Class of 2003
by: Mark Donovan, OTS
The light and the leaves turn golden as we become more firmly settled into our first year and contemplate
how quickly these seasons of study will pass. It seems we know one another more intimately than four
months would allow.
Marie is from Zia Pueblo, a mother with two young sons. She says that by being a Native
American in the program, she feels herself expanding beyond her own culture. Growing up with a
brother with physical disabilities she became interested in pursuing a profession in the health sciences.
Rebecca worked for the past five years both here and in Michigan doing behavioral health intake
assessments as well as individual psychosocial rehabilitation counseling. Her background is in cultural
anthropology. She says that being in the program feels like a very natural shift, but is also challenging
in terms of lifestyle changes and the loss of an income.
Amee is a new transplant from Portland, Oregon where she began an Occupational Therapy
program at Pacific University. Her undergraduate education was in photography. She came to UNM
because she was impressed with the quality and emphasis on the sciences. She first learned about the
profession through a teacher whom she called to ask for a recommendation to a master's in social work
program. He encouraged her to use her creative background to help people to help themselves by
becoming an Occupational Therapist.
Kathy sprinted down the Alaska-Canadian highway from Fairbanks right after finishing her
prerequisites in the spring. She's been a lab tech for the past twenty years, sixteen of those in Alaska.
Her career track was "turned around" when she observed Occupational Therapists working with the
elderly who impressed her greatly. She came to UNM for the rural atmosphere and to be close to native
communities. She has 1000 fishing stories and if you've got the time (and buy her a beer) she'll tell
them all.
Anna just finished a B.A. in psychology. When she was little, a friend's mother was
an Occupational Therapist who had neat toys she used in her pediatric practice.
That convinced Anna-since middle school she has wanted to be an
Occupational Therapist. Before beginning the program, she
was doing home-based work with children with autis:t;n.
She is from Albuquerque and lives with her husband
and two dogs.
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Lisa recently completed a B.S. in biology. She fell into
Occupational Therapy by being exposed to the field through a
family member who had disabilities due to an accident. To Lisa,
Occupational Therapy is an ideal job-being active and playing with
children. She enjoys learning from fellow students and lives with two cats.

continued on page 16
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continued from page 15

Joanne comes to Occupational Therapy from the public
schools where she has been a special educator of young children
for over a decade. She sees occupational therapy as a perfect fit
in the classroom setting and curriculum. She plans to continue
working with youth after furthering her education.
Jacque is Navajo and has practiced in a variety of health
fields including casework for the State of New Mexico, respiratory therapy, massage therapy, and dental labwork. Three years
ago while working in a hospital she met an Occupational
Therapy student who sparked her interest.
Jocelyn recently moved back from the north shore of
Oahu, where she worked as an athletic trainer, to help care for
her grandmother here in Albuquerque. She discovered Occupational Therapy first-hand at
age 13 when she was in a major car accident followed by 12
months of therapy. Jocelyn's rehabilitation was at St. Joseph's
here in Albuquerque where she now works as a OT/PT technician. She says that health professionals who helped in her
recovery marvel at her now. She wants to give back to others
some of the support she has received.

I'm Mark. Most recently I market-gardened in various
parts of the west culminating in a year setting up my own
homestead in the country outside of San Miguel de Allende,
Mexico. Before that I studied painting and worked in the
Guatemalan textile trade. I am excited to have begun this
process of working in an intimate and meaningful way with
people.

The themes that surfaced most frequently in these interviews were 1) spread the word that
there are a number of cute single folks in our class (hint. .. come visit!) and 2) this program lives
its philosophy, embraces the ethnic and sexual orientation diversity that exists in our class and
looks at students holistically. It is a person-centered program. We all feel fortunate to be where we
are, together, in this round of seasons.

---------------------------

Class of 2003 Master's Thesis/Projects
Topic

Thesis Chair

Student (s)

1. Rural Health Interdisciplinary Program:
Qualitative Analysis of Student Perspectives
2. Effect of Splints on Functional Skills in
Children with Cerebral Palsy
3. Validity and Reliability of the Self-Report
Hand Function Test in Person with Scleroderma
4. Mother's Perception of Child Care Assistance: The Impact of a Child's Disability
5. Occupational Performance and Satisfaction
in Mothers with Children with Disabilities
Over Time
6. Family Time and Routines: Comparison of
Perceptions of Mothers Children with and
without Disabilities
7. Occupational Satisfaction and Performance
of Women with Children Who Are Homeless
8. Effect of Amphetamines on Motor Function
in Children with Traumatic Brain Injury
9. Constraint-Induced Therapy in Pediatrics

Tina McNulty

Jacqueline Yazzie

Dr. Pat Burtner
Dr. Janet Poole
Dr. Janet Poole

Joanne Keane
Jocelyn Phillips· Lisa Brower

Dr. Terry Crowe

Kathy Hinson

Dr. Terry Crowe
Dr. Betsy VanLeit

Mark Donovan

Dr. Terry Crowe

Marie Shiji

Dr. Terry Crowe

Rebecca Starrett

Dr. Pat Burtner

Amee Turner

Dr. Pat Burtner

Anna Martin

The students are trying to raise money to go to
Miami for the AOTA conference! Please help, and
have some fun while you're at it!! A $35.0Q
investment for hundreds of dollars of savings!!
Contact Heather Chiappisi for an
ENTERTAINMENT BOOK.
phone# 265-!081
Thank You!!

---------------------------

Head's Up
Look for the following presentations at the Annual Meeting of the American Occupational
Therapy Association in Miami Beach, Florida from May 2 - S, 2002.
Shwartze, V., & Poole, J.L. Relationship Between Visual Perceptual Measures and
Functional Ability.
Montoya, J., Geery, D., & Poole, J.L., McNulty, T.M. Dexterity, Visual Perception and
Disability in Persons with Multiple Sclerosis.
Schlosser, A., Philips, E. & Burtner, P.A. Effect of Strengthening on Function and
Balance in Children with Spasticity.
Burtner, P.A., Poole, J.L., Mahnke, A. & Abeyta, R. Effect of Splints on Function in
Children with Hemiplegia.

We will be having a half-day .
Fieldwork Educators Workshop on
Wednesday afternoon, February 12,
2002. We will be offering content
on our new curriculum, the Canadian
Model of Occupational Performance
including the COPM, and evidencebased practice.
)ii;i-

~ Our first class of graduate students will be
presenting their research projects on Wednesday,
May 15, 2002. We will be inviting the community
to join us for this exciting event.

--------------------------~~--------------------------

Faculty 2001 Activities
(Faculty in Bold, Students in Italics)

Publications
(published or in press)
Deitz, J. & Crowe, T.K. (2001). Ethical problem
solving related to research and clinical practice.
In E.B. Cropeau (Ed.), Research Across the
Curriculum: A Guide for Occupational Therapy
Educators. Bethesda, MD: American Occupational Therapy Foundation.

Burtner, P.A., McMain, M. & Crowe, T.K. (In
Press) Survey of occupational therapy practitioners
in Southwestern schools: Assessments used and
preparation of students for school based practice.
Physical and Occupational Therapy in Pediatrics.

Crowe, T.K. & Montoya, J. (In Press). Preparing students to be change agents for occupational
therapy and people with disabilities. AOTA
Education Special Internet Section Quarterly.

Poole, J.L., & Whitney, S.L. (In Press). Assessment of motor function post stroke: A review.
Physical and Occupational Therapy in Geriatrics.
McNulty, M. C., & Fisher, A ..G. (In Press).
Validity of using the AMPS to predict home safety
ability in individuals with psychiatric conditions.
American J oumal of Occupational Therapy.

Burtner, P.A., Geisler,-Ortega, S,. GonzalesMorris, C., Scott, K & Qualls C. (In Press) Testretest reliability of the Motor-Free Visual Perception .
Test Revised in children with and without learning
disabilities. Physical and Occupational Therapy in
Pediatrics.
McNulty, M. C., Fisher, AG., & Winkle, M. (In
Press). The effect of the environment on functional
task performance: Use of the Assessment of Motor
and Process Skills with adults with psychiatric
conditions. American Journal of Occupational
Therapy.

VanLeit, B. & Crowe, T.K. (In Press) Outcomes
of a health promotion program for mothers of
children with disabilities: Impact on time use,
occupational performance and satisfaction.
American Journal of Occupational Therapy.
Helizer D. L., Cunningham-Sabo, L.D., VanLeit,
B., and Crowe, T.K., (In Press) Changes in self
perception and coping strategies of mothers of
children with disabilities. Occupational Therapy
Journal of Research.

Presentations
April 2001
Poole, J.L., Marcum, M.L., Bradley, J.D., & ,
Burtner; P.A. Effect of Splints on Function in
Adults with Rheumatoid Arthritis. Annual Meeting of American Occupational Therapy Association. Philadelphia, PA.
McNulty, T., & Winkle, M. Readiness for Change
Factors and Home Safety. Annual Meeting of
American Occupational Therapy Association.
Philadelphia, PA

--------------------------------llllfllll~------------------------------

Presentations
(Continued)
Crowe, T.K., International Occupational Therapy
Education (Panel Moderator), Annual Meeting of
American Occupational Therapy Association.
Philadelphia, PA.
May2001
Crowe, T.K., Curriculum Consultant, Louisiana
State University, Shreveport and New Orleans
Campuses.

August 2001
McNulty, T. Mental Fitness for Seniors. Invited
presentation for members of OASIS, Albuquerque,
NM.

September 2001
Pelsor, J.C. ACOTE Standards for Fieldwork in
OT Programs and Medicare A and B Restrictions
on Students in Long-Term Care Facilities. New
Mexico Council on Occupational Therapy Education
Las Cruces, NM.
Crowe, T.K., Proffenroth, T., & Regalado, M.R.
Community Participation: Challenges for People
with Disabilities Living in Mexico and the United
States (poster). 5th Annual Disability and Health
Research Symposium: Disability Through the
Lifespan. Albuquerque, NM.
Crowe, T.K. & Regalado, M.R. Consistency of
Family Routines over Time in Families with
Children with Disabilities (poster). 5th Annual
Disability and Health Research Symposium:
Disability Through the Lifespan. Albuquerque,
NM.
November 2001
Burtner, P.A. Management of Spasticity in Children with Cerebral Palsy: An Integrated Approach,
Professional Post Graduate Services, Physicians
World Communication Group &Advanced Therapeutics Communications, Orlando, FL.

Pelsor, J.C. Seating and Positioning. New Mexico
Occupational Therapy Association, Albuquerque,
NM.

Schwartze, V. & Poole, J .L. MVPT-V: How Valid
is it with other Tests of Visual Perception and
Functional Ability? New Mexico Occupational
Therapy Association, Albuquerque, NM.
Montoya, J., Geery, D., McNulty, T.M. & Poole,
J.L. The Relationships between Visual Perception, Dexterity and Disability in Persons with
Multiple Sclerosis. New Mexico Occupational
Therapy Association, Albuquerque, NM.
Marcum, A., Kirks, C., Burtner, P.A., Poole, J.L.
Children's Performance on the Nine-hole Peg
Test. New Mexico Occupational Therapy Association, Albuquerque, NM.

Grants
Crowe, T.K., 2001 Program Development Funds,
. State Equipment and Replacement Funds, UNM
Health Sciences Center, $33,000
McNulty, T. Digital Technology Update for
Occupational Therapy and Physical Therapy
Program: School of Medicine Teaching Request,
$7,529
Poole, J.L., Reliability and validity of a self
report test of hand function. Omar Award, UNM
Department of Orthopaedics, 6/1/01-6/31/02,
$1,500

_____________...,_______________

Grants
(Continued)
Poole, J.L., Functional and Work Disability in
Systemic Lupus Erythematosus. UNM SOM
Research Allocation Committee, 1/1/99 - 12/31/01,
$8,200
McNulty, T. Mining the Gold: Determining the
Critical Learning Elements of the Rural Health
Interdisciplinary Program, Eastern New Mexico
University/ CIB, 07/01/2000-05/31/2001, $2,448
McNulty, T. OTSPA: Implementation and
Evaluation of One Competency-based Clinical
Simulation Test, Eastern New Mexico University/
CTE, 07101/2001-05/31/2002, $2,300
Phillips, J., Burtner, P.A., Brooks, W., Feeney,
D., Bedrick, E., Campbell, R., Yeo, R., & Storrs,
B. Amphetamine and Recovery In Pediatric
Traumatic Brain Injury, National Institutes of
Health Program #HD-00-024, $300,000
Burtner, P.A. & Phillips, J. Effect of a Muscle
Strengthening Program on Stance Balance Control
and Functional Skills in Children with Spastic
Cerebral Palsy. Principal Investigator/Research
Mentor (Felipe Rivera) McNair Scholar/Research
Opportunity Program, University of New Mexico,
$500
Burtner, P.A. Principal Investigator/Faculty
Liaison, UNM/Albuquerque Public Schools
Collaborative Project, Albuquerque Public
Schools, $89,000

Professional Activities
Burtner, P.A., Abstract Reviewer for 2002 Annual Meeting American Occupational Therapy
Association, Rockville, MD.
Burtner, P.A., National Advisory .Board, "Management of Spasticity" Professional Post Graduate
Services, Continuing Medical Education, Physicians
World Communication Group, Secaucus, NJ.
Burtner, P.A., Roster of Accreditation Evaluators,
American Occupational Therapy Association,
Rockville, MD.
Burtner, P.A., Editorial Board, Physical and
Occu.pational Therapy in Pediatrics.
Burtner, P.A., Editorial Board, Developmental
Medicine and Child Neurology.
Crowe, T.K., 2001and2002 Women on the Move
Award Steering Committee, YWCA
Crowe, T.K., Abstract Reviewer for 2002
Annual Meeting, American Occupational
Therapy Association
Crowe, T.K., World Federation of Occupational
Therapy (WFOT) Delegate for the United States,
AOTA
Crowe, T.K., American Occupational Therapy
Association (AOTA), Board of Directors, Voting
Director, American Occupational Therapy
Association (AOTA)

---------------------lllDlll~---------------------

Professional Activities
(Continued)
Crowe, T.K., International Committee Member,
American Academy of Cerebral Palsy and
Developmental Medicine
Crowe, T.K., Editorial Board, Occupational
Therapy J oumal of Research
McNulty, T., Item writer, National Board
Certification of Occupational Therapy
McNulty, T., Reviewer, Physical and Occupational
Therapy for Geriatrics
Pelsor, J.C., New Mexico Disabilities and Health
Advisory Council Committee Member
Pelsor, J.C., University of New Mexico Geriatric
Summer Institute Planning Committee Member

Awards

Poole, J.L., American--College-0-LRheumatol0-S¥- .- i'-3-.<A..11'-........__...x_,_, American Occupational TheraJ2Y
Executive Committee Member, Rehabilitation
Foundation Leadership Service Commendation,
Section
April 2001
Poole, J.L., Association of Rheumatology Health
Professionals Abstract Review Panel
Poole, J.L., Association of Rheumatology Health
Professionals Outcomes Task Force
Poole, J.L., American Occupational Therapy
Association Abstract Reviewer for 2002 Annual
Meeting

Crowe, T.K., Boston University Sargent College
Health and Rehabilitation Sciences 2001 Occupational Therapy Alumni Award, April 2001
Poole, J.L., David J. Jackson Distinguished
Research Award in Disability and Health, UNM
Center for Disability and Research, New Mexico
Department of Health, September 2001
Burtner, P.A. & Crowe, T.K., Building Bridges
Award for the UNM/Albuquerque PUblic Schools
Collaborative Education Project, UNM Health
Sciences Center, October 2001
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University of New Mexico
Occupational Therapy Program

Let's Keep in Touch!
We'd like to hear from you and we'd like to share your news in an upcoming issue of Otras Perspectivas. Please mail
this completed form to: The University of New Mexico, Health Sciences Center, Occupational Therapy Program,
HSSB Room 215, Albuquerque, NM 87131-5641, or fax to (505)-272-8079 or e-mail to Mary Thomas
(methomas@salud.unm.edu).
Full Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Last

First

Home Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City/Stateflip: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

0

Check here if this is a new address

Telephone..,___....,._ _ _ __

Year Graduated: _ _

E-mail Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

D

Here's my news:

0

I would be interested in reading about the following topics in an upcoming issue of this newsletter:

0

I give you permission to share my news in an upcoming Otras Perspectivas.
(Address and telephone number will be kept confidential unless you wish to share.)

Look for information about the
Occupational Therapy Program on the Web at

http://hsc.unm.edu/som/ot

